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English Longuoge Educotion

Key Lenrning Aren

| am known to the students as Miss
.f_ Shernell, and after having had the pleasure
h#a::nf directing the drama production for the
past 2 years here at Lions College, this
year | became a part of the teaching team
as an English and Drama teacher for
Forms 1-5. While | am utilizing the same
curriculum used In other English classes,
my particular focus will be on speaking and
s using drama techniques to improve language, conversational and

. presentation skills. With a degree in Speech & Communications R&!ass presentation’

and Theater, alongside years of Drama experience and time spent
instructing in local and international schools, | hope to continue to lead lessons that inspire and motivate the students,
while subsequently creating effective communicators.

As of this academic year, we have staried to implement a drama-
based curricula for a small group of students ranging from Forms
1 to 3. For these forms, activities have ranged from playing ‘Fruit
Salad’ to aid In the identification of characteristic differences and
similarities, to playing ‘Categories’ to help them with recalling
vocabulary related to a given topic. This may also include games
like ‘Charades’ where students have to act out an assigned (pre-

taught) word or scenario.

This 1s especially helpful for

il Clss games ""’kf"*-u ESL learners as they may not

-— — " always be able to think of the

i

words they would like to say. Activities as such allow them to communicate, shows

- the teacher whether or not they understand the material, and makes recalling
words a bit easier. Most importantly, when the lesson isn't as rigid, the fear of
making mistakes Is reduced, thereby making speaking a lot less intimidating.

For the senior forms, the focus remains on speaking techniques, learning new

ﬁbbabu!ary and improving conversational skills overall. In order to keep the
element of fun In these lessons, | have continued to use games like Charades, ¢ | _
X Categories and Jeopardy (my | Boys presenting *--»
personal favorite). The latter '

IS essential as It Is an effective tool for review. In this way, motivation

Increases and learning becomes subconscious.

Since the introduction of drama-based learning, | have seen
Improvements in the speaking abilities, willingness to participate in class,
and overall understanding and retention of new material. While there 1s
still a vast amount of learning to be done, | remain optimistic about the
potential outcomes and look forward to the continued progression of

each student.
@
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